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CHAPTER
NATIVE CHRISTIANS (Continued}.
I SUPPOSE there is no community of any extent that
has not unworthy members, persons that may be
called its excrescence and blots, who have increased Its
size, as a tumour increases the size of the body, but are
actually its weakness and disgrace. Such were the un-
worthy persons of whom I have been speaking. Very
different is the general character of the native Christians
connected with the various missions in Northern India.
Some of our converts have made sacrifices, by avowing
themselves the followers of Christ, to which persons in
our country are never called. They have literally left
father and mother, houses and lands, wife and children,
for the sake of the Lord Jesus Christ Whatever may
have been the position of our converts, they have, as a
rule, parted with much which is highly valued by their
people. Caste standing, even when the caste is not
considered high, secures many advantages, and is greatly
prized. Its loss is deemed a dire calamity, and this loss
our converts are called to endure. They join a despised
and hated community, are called vile apostates, and are
charged with the most sordid motives. I have heard
the charge advanced against converts who, to my know-
ledge, had left their place in native society under the power